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Theater junior Lavada 
Johnston volunteered to speak at 
World Religion Day on the Ole 
Miss campus when her religion 
professor, Caleb Simmons, 
asked for interested students. 
Her religion of  choice: Wicca.
“I’m a witch,” she said. “That’s 
the best way I can describe it. 
I’m kind of  a witchy tree-hugger. 
I don’t worship Satan or ride on 
brooms. I like cats alive.”
But when Johnston showed 
up for the event, she was told 
she couldn’t speak to the middle 
school students about Wicca.
Johnston said she informed 
Simmons of  her religion 
when she volunteered, and he 
approved it. Following up, he 
sent an email to the student 
panel, Mary Thurlkill, the 
religion professor coordinating 
the event with Oxford Middle 
School, and Ellen Douglas, an 
OMS teacher. However, not 
everyone got the notification.
“I guess the information of  
who was coming never made it 
back to (OMS) until I introduced 
Lavada,” Simmons said.
Thurlkill said she was interested 
to see a Wicca representative 
on the student panel but later 
realized a problem when 
Douglas approached her with 
concerns about the topic.
“Mrs. Douglas came to me 
and said, ‘I think that if  she 
speaks, we could potentially have 
a lot of  questions and concerns 
raised by both parents and some 
of  the students because they 
know nothing about this religion 
tradition; we haven’t studied it,’” 
Thurlkill said.
When she was asked not to 
speak, Johnston said neither 
Thurkill nor Douglas were rude 
but the situation as a whole still 
felt rude to her.
“They said that even though 
it was announced that I would 
be speaking, they still felt 
uncomfortable with me speaking 
about my religion,” she said. “It’s 
my religion. I’m just conversing 
about my religion, I’m not trying 
to convert anyone.”
Thurlkill took responsibility 
for the difficult situation.
“The problem was really my 
fault,” she said.
Thurlkill said her error was in 
thinking like a college professor 
and allowing a more diverse 
panel to be represented.
“In seventh grade, the students 
learn about world history from 
the pre-historic era to the Age of  
Enlightenment,” Douglas said. 
“Unfortunately, I could not find 
a way to incorporate Wicca into 
the discussion, since it’s a more 
modern religious movement.”
World Religion Day, an event 
designed for middle school 
students, featured Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism and Sikhism. Simmons 
said the middle school has an 
approved curriculum from 
the State Board of  Education 
regarding what can be taught 
within the context of  world 
religion for seventh grade. 
Douglas said the Mississippi 
Department of  Education 
details the framework to which 
the public school systems must 
adhere.
“Whenever I was eliciting 
people to talk, I was taking a 
different interpretation of  what 
world religion means, more 
going with the religions of  the 
world as opposed to whatever 
the State Board (of  Education) 
was using as their definition,” 
Simmons said.
Douglas explained to Johnston 
that Wicca was “not included in 
the state standards for the subject 
area and grade level.”
“I also told her that, in my 
experience, religion is very 
personal, and sometimes, 
(a) sensitive topic,” she said. 
BY JENNIFER NASSAR 
thedmnews@gmail.com
What is world religion?
Theater junior Lavada Johnston displays a Wiccan ritual.
QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian
Recently named athletics direc-
tor Ross Bjork hasn’t even been 
on the job for three weeks, but 
he is already working tirelessly 
to change the culture of  the Ole 
Miss athletic department and 
implement his plan to achieve 
his goal to “compete for and win 
championships.”
Bjork hit the ground running on 
his first day, meeting with different 
people, and he even paid a visit to 
those in charge of  maintenance.
“The first thing I did is I went 
to the maintenance shed and 
took those guys donuts and milk,” 
Bjork said. “Since then, it’s been 
mainly dealing with people be-
cause I just haven’t been in the of-
fice that much.”
That is because Bjork and new 
head football coach Hugh Freeze 
toured the state last week for the 
first-ever Rebel Road Trip.
The plans for the trip were de-
signed to showcase Freeze to the 
Ole Miss faithful all around the 
state, but when Bjork was named 
the new athletics director, he knew 
he had to be a part of  it.
“I thought it was great,” Bjork 
said of  the Rebel Road Trip. “It 
fits my philosophy. I’ve done it at 
other programs. Everywhere I’ve 
gone, we had a similar-type for-
mat of  a road trip or caravan or 
whatever you want to call it. So it 
fits my philosophy of  getting out. I 
tweeted out that I love geography, 
which I do, so it was a great way 
of  getting out around the state 
and meeting people.”
The Rebel Road Trip opened 
Bjork’s eyes to what could be 
achieved in Oxford.
“People are hungry,” he said. 
“They’re hungry to support this 
program, they’re hungry to get 
behind our student-athletes and 
coaches. They love this university. 
That’s the biggest asset that we 
have — people care about athlet-
ics here, which means you have 
a chance. If  people care about 
something, you have a chance to 
be successful.”
Bjork said the key to reaching 
an elite level in each sport is to 
embrace Ole Miss’ position in the 
Southeastern Conference.
“We’ve got to embrace excel-
lence across the board,” he said. 
“I believe it’s just speaking and 
building confidence and building 
resources to match and compete 
within our conference.
“We want to compete for and 
win championships. We have to 
get people to believe that we can 
do that. Then, we’ve got to get 
people and ask them to help us 
get there.”
One thing that will help Ole 
Miss take a step forward in the big 
scheme of  things is facilities. The 
Forward Together campaign has 
raised over $63 million, and Bjork 
said some big donations could be 
on the horizon. 
“I think we need to secure some 
key gifts this summer and early fall 
to be able to break ground on the 
new arena and be able to acceler-
ate some football components,” 
Bjork said. “I’m impressed with 
where we are at, but now, we’ve 
got to roll up our sleeves and re-
ally get after it on the fundraising 
side and be aggressive in the next 
four months going into football 
season.
“We’re going to try to capture 
as much momentum as we can re-
ally by Sept. 1 to be able to break 
ground on some of  these projects 
we want to start.” 
Another impression Bjork has 
made on Rebel nation is his en-
gagement with fans. Yesterday, in 
fact, he made an appearance at 
an ASB town hall meeting in the 
Student Union.
“We have to engage our stu-
dents daily,” Bjork said. “I think 
it’s the same thing. Everybody 
has to believe in what we are do-
ing and speak to that. They have 
to have confidence in what we’re 
doing. And confidence is building 
relationships. That’s going out to 
right field, which I did during the 
Arkansas series. We’ve just got to 
get people to believe in what we 
are doing and build confidence.”
Bjork brings confidence to Ole Miss
BY DAVID COLLIER 
dlcollie@olemiss.edu
New Athletics Director Ross Bjork addresses the crowd at Double Decker this past weekend as part of the final stop of the Rebel Road Trip.
AUSTIN MCAFEE| The Daily Mississippian
See BJORK, PAGE 7
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When I leave the University of  
Mississippi this month I will be 
taking a few things with me: a di-
ploma, an aggregation of  friends 
I hold close, and the experiences 
through which I learned to better 
understand and appreciate life.
We all have stories. It doesn’t 
matter that most are familiarly 
constructed — what matters is 
that you are telling the story and 
that no one has ever existed ex-
actly as you exist at this moment. 
Every storytelling is its own event.
Once I took a course that philo-
sophically examined the relation-
ship between religion and science. 
The professor hid his beliefs, in-
stead offering the antithesis to our 
sentiments, which led to interest-
ing discussion and digressions. 
Occasionally we held class out-
side. I couldn’t help but see the 
intriguing looks that often lined 
the faces of  those walking by that 
heard a class discussion out of  
proper context. “What was that 
professor talking to those students 
about?” a passing jogger asks an-
other. “He was critiquing the fine-
tuning argument for the existence 
of  God,” the jogger replies.
“Oh.”
Moving on, I know of  two pretty 
girls who work at the same restau-
rant in Oxford; one is a very hard 
worker, the other gets by. One 
night they are understaffed and 
the manager asks the two girls to 
roll silverware. The girl who gets 
by protests that she doesn’t know 
how and that she is unable. The 
girl who typically works hard has 
never rolled silverware either, but 
after fifteen seconds of  trying she 
has the hang of  it. Both are such 
pretty girls - which sounds more 
attractive?
Another story involves a friend 
who is a hard determinist and 
compares our existence to that of  
machines — he believes we have 
no free will. This allows him better 
understand the motives of  others 
and helps him to be a friend.
We had a class together. One 
day he was to give a presentation 
but arrived as soon as class had 
been let out. Only the professor 
and I remained in the classroom. 
He arrived in a hurry and quickly 
plopped down in a seat, exasper-
ated.
As I was walking out I cheer-
fully explained to the professor 
that my friend had no choice but 
to have shown up at this exact mo-
ment — he has no free will! Later 
he told me that he had laid down 
that morning without setting an 
alarm and overslept. This was also 
the story he gave to the professor, 
who, I’m happy to report, elected 
to give him another chance. 
Soon after we talked about free 
will. He reiterated his machine il-
lustration, but said he “felt respon-
sible” for missing the class. I found 
this interesting but not as interest-
ing as the extent to which I agree 
with him about our free will.
It’s amazing what we might end 
up saying to ourselves. I know a 
man who has been around so long 
that the first time we met he gave 
me a reason as to why he is still 
alive. “My children say I am not 
allowed to die,” he said, grinning. 
He reminds me what our minds 
are capable of. He wants to write 
his memoirs; perhaps that is what 
we have most in common.
Speaking of  memoirs, I recently 
read Brother to a Dragonfly by 
Will Campbell, former Ole Miss 
chaplain. Campbell reminded me 
of  something I had shamefully 
forgotten: “Words are symbols 
and nothing more - ever.”
The lines of  demarcation that 
separate one from another  — race, 
religion — politics  are constructs. 
I also realized via Campbell’s 
honesty that I had been support-
ing some of  my favorite causes 
for most of  the wrong reasons. I 
was in favor of  ending marijuana 
prohibition and in favor of  LGBT 
Civil Rights mainly because of  
a generic contrarian ideology: 
“Someone told us that we couldn’t 
do something, so let’s get out there 
and do that something big.”
I ended that thought process. 
Now I argue that these things 
should be permissible because I 
truly believe that they promote 
happiness, joy and love. And if  you 
believe in love, you tend to pro-
mote it. There is nothing wrong 
with love.
Lastly, I’ve thought about my 
childhood a lot recently. When I 
was young I was very close to my 
mother, always paying attention 
to what she was thinking. She is a 
woman of  science and very good 
at explaining things, but there were 
some things she couldn’t explain 
and did not even want to try and 
explain, especially when it came to 
her religious beliefs.
At some point we get comfort-
able with what we believe and 
we stop asking questions, but I 
remember being raised to ask the 
right questions. I remember ask-
ing questions that my mother had 
long ago given up the desire to ask. 
I remember thinking of  myself  as 
a necessary evil, asking what she 
would be asking had she not given 
up asking this sort of  question.
Now, my time as a student and 
DM writer is at an end, but I have 
a final question to pose — to beg, 
really. With a world of  knowledge 
at the fingertips here at Ole Miss 
— in the books, the professors, and 
your peers — what is it that keeps 
one from fulfilling his or her po-
tential — from becoming a great 
teacher, social worker, immunolo-
gist, or whatever they desire?
I am begging you to ask the 
questions. Demand to experience 
the phenomena for yourself  - 
hearsay is heresy. 
See you on the path.
Andrew Dickson is a senior religious 
studies major from Terry.
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At the beginning of  the se-
mester, Chancellor Dan Jones 
challenged me to enjoy the 
ride. What he meant was that 
in an overly busy life that is 
being lived out in the public 
where you will get your fair 
share of  criticism, sometimes 
it is easy to get so stressed out 
that you don’t enjoy the expe-
rience.
Did I enjoy the experience? 
Overall, yes, but that’s not to 
say it was easy. I deliberately 
disobeyed studies that sug-
gest you need to get a certain 
amount of  sleep every night. 
I also spent way too many 
hours on campus — I often 
forgot where I parked because 
I would arrive at campus be-
fore 8 a.m. and not leave until 
after midnight. To add to that, 
I’ve lost track of  how many 
times I’ve seen the morning 
custodian crew come in — 
they arrive at around 3 a.m.
And then there were the 
classes and all the stuff  I put 
my professors through this 
year and even last spring when 
I was training for the job. I 
earned my first B here last 
spring, added some more to 
my transcript in the fall, and 
this semester I have a class in 
which I’d be happy to escape 
with a C. Thanks to all of  the 
professors who put up with me 
and my endless excuses and 
also thanks to all of  those who 
did not. You certainly pushed 
me to new extremes, and it 
has made me a better person.
Then there is the job itself. 
There is a lot of  stress in put-
ting words in print and send-
ing out 14,000 copies per day. 
If  there is a slip of  a finger 
and the word “Mississippi” 
gets misspelled and is sent out 
to the campus and communi-
ty, well, those people will not 
be laughing with you. If  you 
accidentally get a time wrong, 
you can ruin someone’s event. 
If  you get some facts wrong, 
you open yourself  up to look-
ing pretty stupid. And then 
there is making decisions on 
the fly. I can’t remember any 
nights where something did 
not go according to plan, and 
the plan then has to change. 
Sometimes that something 
was minor, but often it was 
something major, where we’d 
have to scramble to make plan 
B or even plan C something 
that was worth a reader’s time. 
And then there were the many 
nights when someone on my 
staff  was sick or had a prior 
engagement, and I was stuck 
doing my job as well as the 
job of  the absent section edi-
tor. Sometimes it even worked 
out where I got to do three or 
four jobs in one night. Thank-
fully, coffee with extra shots 
of  espresso was a short walk 
away at the J.D. Williams Li-
brary.
That said, I made it through 
it all, and I am definitely a 
stronger person and journalist 
than I was before. There were 
many times where I would be 
rushing to class or to print 
off  my homework last min-
ute, and I would see someone 
enjoying a copy of  The DM. 
Sometimes I would hear peo-
ple talking about topics that 
our columnists or news stories 
brought up. During class, I 
even witnessed people stop to 
admire a photo on their way to 
the Sudoku. Knowing that we 
helped inform people, helped 
set the tone for conversation 
on campus or even gave peo-
ple a quick laugh through the 
cartoon genius known only as 
Josh Clark, well, it makes all 
the work worth it.
Putting together a newspa-
per around classes is a lot of  
work. It is probably akin to 
writing a research paper every 
night as an extracurricular ac-
tivity before you do your real 
homework, but it is also a lot 
more fun and rewarding than 
writing a research paper ev-
ery night. Because of  it, I’m 
not going to graduate when 
I thought I would. I’m com-
ing back for a victory lap, or 
more truthfully, to take all of  
those classes that I dropped 
this year. And I still could not 
force myself  to break free, as 
I’ll be serving as next year’s 
photo editor.
I’d like to thank this year’s 
managing editors, Emily Ro-
land and Lauren Smith, for 
putting up with my craziness 
and helping to keep me sane. 
If  I taught you two anything, 
it was new, creative uses for 
four-letter words when some-
thing went wrong after 11 
p.m.
I’d like to than our adviser, 
Pat Thompson: first, for be-
lieving in me to do this job, 
and also for always being 
available whenever I needed 
advice, even if  that advice had 
nothing to do with the news-
paper.
To the rest of  my staff: Jon 
Haywood for the random 
jokes that made me laugh; 
Kelsey Dockery for putting 
up with all of  us and being a 
refreshing, positive force in an 
often cynical newsroom; Mal-
lory Simerville for being weird 
and funny in all of  the best 
ways; Jacob Batte for always 
having cold beer and knowing 
when it is necessary; Austin 
Miller for making the sports 
section something I never had 
to worry about; Petre Thomas 
for giving it everything you 
had and then some; Heather 
Applewhite for stepping up 
big when it was needed; Aus-
tin McAfee for being willing 
to take photos of  everything 
this year and stepping in to 
help out; and of  course Nor-
man Seawright for having the 
finest taste in everything. 
And I’d be in trouble if  I 
did not thank my girlfriend, 
Danielle Thornton. I’ll never 
know how you put up with me 
this whole year, but thanks for 
everything you’ve done. I’d 
probably be somewhere dead 
in a ditch if  you had not been 
there.
Lastly, thank you to all of  
the readers who have made it 
this far with me, through the 
year and through this mini-
novella of  mine. I really can’t 
thank you enough. Without 
you, I wouldn’t have had this 
job and this chance to enjoy 
the ride. Yes, chancellor, it 
was never easy, but looking 
back, I’m glad I had this op-
portunity, and even though 
I’m going to enjoy having free 
time to do homework and play 
video games, I’m really going 
to miss it. Good luck to the 
new staff  (including myself) 
and the new chief, Emily Ro-
land:  May your year be just as 
awesome of  an experience as 
mine has been.
Cain Madden is a journalism se-
nior from Natchez. 
Fare thee well, sort of
BY CAIN MADDEN 
cain.madden@gmail.com
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Baptist Memorial Hospital 
will soon be relocated just west 
of  its present location. 
The new location was cho-
sen from 15 potential sites. 
The site that was ultimately 
chosen will be located South 
of  Highway 6, west of  South 
Lamar Boulevard and east of  
Old Taylor Road. Baptist of-
ficials said that the main rea-
son for the relocation is for the 
expansion of  the hospital and 
its staff.
“Baptist has transformed the 
hospital into a regional refer-
ral center, offering open-heart 
surgery and a wealth of  other 
high-level services,” said Ash-
ley Compton, senior public re-
lations coordinator with Bap-
tist Memorial. “Baptist North 
Mississippi has outgrown its 
current facility due to the 
growth of  Oxford, Lafayette 
County and the surrounding 
areas.”
“The current location is 11 
acres, and they are going for 
100+ acres,” Mayor George 
“Pat” Patterson said. “They 
needed to build up the hospi-
tal but did not have space.”
The new hospital will have 
a number of  advantages com-
pared to the old building. 
“The new facility will have 
larger, private patient rooms 
that will be more comfortable 
for patients and their fami-
lies,” Compton said. 
“Way-finding signage inside 
and outside of  the hospital 
will be more efficient. Parking 
will be more convenient. Sev-
eral departments in the hos-
pital will have close proximity 
to other departments. For ex-
ample, the emergency depart-
ment will be closer to surgery 
or the intensive care unit.” 
Compton said the relocation 
of  the hospital has been a long 
process, with Baptist having 
worked with the Oxford Board 
of  Aldermen and the Lafayette 
County Board of  Supervisors 
for the past two years on get-
ting a new hospital built. 
“Much effort has gone into 
the decision of  where to build 
the new hospital,” Compton 
said. “We believe we have 
found a location that will best 
meet the community’s needs.”
Patterson said he thinks the 
new location is a good choice. 
“It is going to be near cur-
rent medical center with all 
doctors’ offices and smaller 
business,” he said. “The loca-
tion was an excellent pick.”
The new facility will cost 
$250 million. Patterson said 
he anticipates the construc-
tion to be completed within 
2-3 years. It is still unknown 
what will happen to the cur-
rent location after the hospital 
moves.   
New location of the Baptist Memorial Hospital set
BY OKSANA DEMCHENKO
odemchen@olemiss.edu
GRAPHIC BY EMILY ROLAND | The Daily Mississippian





Apartments, Condos, Single Family,
 Weekend Rentals
Students: Reserve your 
housing for the fall!
The University of  Mississippi is 
known nationally for its beautiful 
campus. Currently, there are proj-
ects expanding the campus and 
more are set to begin this sum-
mer.
One noticeable addition to 
campus are the new residence 
halls that are being built between 
Kincannon Hall and Guess 
Hall. At the moment, there have 
been no names given to the three 
new residence halls, so they are 
being called Ridge North, South 
and West.
The new buildings will bring 
860 new bed spaces. Construction 
will be complete by the end of  the 
summer and ready for students to 
move in for fall semester 2012. 
The new buildings are designed 
to be living-learning communi-
ties and house freshman inter-
est groups, according to Jennifer 
McClure, assistant director of  
marketing for the Department of  
Student Housing and Residence 
Life. 
The freshman interest groups 
take students who have the same 
extracurricular interests. There’s 
The Well, which brings students 
together who are into physical fit-
ness, healthy lifestyles and similar 
outdoor activities. Foundations is 
another group for students who 
are interested in developing lead-
ership skills and doing community 
service. 
“This will be the beginning of  
a movement to convert all of  our 
residence halls to living-learning 
communities,” said Linda Krhut, 
director of  Student Housing and 
Residence Life. “That’s exciting 
for us to think that we will be hav-
ing faculty and staff  interaction 
with our students in our residence 
halls, much like the Residential 
College.” 
The living-learning communi-
ties will bring students with the 
same academic interests together. 
Groups such as STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) and Global Per-
spectives, along with groups for 
Fast Track and honors college stu-
dents will be available for students 
to join.
The residence halls will have 
separate male and female wings. 
There will also be a Papa John’s 
available at the new residential 
halls.
The buildings will be similar in 
some ways to the Residential Col-
lege that is already on campus. 
“They will be similar to the Res-
idential College in that they have 
a contemporary design. What we 
call contemporary is when the 
room has an in-room bathroom,” 
McClure said. “They will also be 
similar to the Residential Col-
lege in that students will have ex-
tra study room, and activities for 
them will go on in their residence 
halls.”
A few differences, though, will 
be that there will not be a dining 
facility or a fitness center, and they 
will not have their own library like 
the Residential Colleges do.  
During this summer, however, 
there will be more renovations to 
the older residence halls. At Kin-
cannon Hall, there will be renova-
tions made to the lobby area, and 
there is a big construction project 
planned for Martin and Stockard 
that will begin later this year and 
will run through the 2012-2013 
academic year. 
The construction will consist of  
removing the bricks on the out-
side and replacing them. 
Students living in Stockard and 
Martin may have to walk a differ-
ent route to class, and the build-
ing could lose some parking spots 
during the renovations. 
Along with the construction and 
renovation to residence halls, the 
Union and Johnson Commons 
will receive some renovations. 
Additions to the Union include 
a “Pinkberry,” which is a frozen 
yogurt outlet, and a new POD 
Express, which will also be in the 
new residence halls. The additions 
will be completed in August 2012 
before the fall semester starts. 
Johnson Commons West will 
receive a complete interior reno-
vation. The Johnson Commons 
East Ballroom will be transformed 
into a temporary dining area that 
will have a Bistro feel to it.
The renovations to Johnson 
Commons West will begin in June 
and will last throughout the entire 
2012-2013 academic year. Reno-
vations are expected to be com-
plete by August 2013. During this 
time, Johnson Commons East will 
be open for service, beginning in 
August 2012. 
Campus to undergo many changes this summer
BY JUSTIN TAYLOR 
jdtaylo2@olemiss.edu
RELIGION, 
continued from page 1
“Therefore, regardless of  my 
own personal feelings, I felt I 
could not justify the discussion of  
a religion that was not included 
in my course description without 
any consultation with parents 
and school officials from the 
community that I represent.”
Johnston said even though she 
felt insulted, she walked away to 
“keep things quiet, to keep things 
neutral.”
“(Johnston) was incredibly 
gracious about it,” Thurlkill 
said.
Johnston said the panel and 
audience missed out on an 
opportunity to hear about her 
topic.
“Personally, I would like an 
apology because I took time out 
of  my busy schedule to raise 
awareness about it,” she said. “I 
would’ve liked for them to get a 
chance to know of  someone who 
practices (Wicca).”
World Religion Day was 
created this year with specific 
goals in mind.
“One was to cooperate with 
the Oxford Middle School 
and enhance their curriculum, 
which is world history, and 
to supplement some of  the 
things that they’re doing in 
their classroom,” Thurlkill said. 
“The second goal was to work 
with the (Ole Miss) education 
school. A lot of  the student 
workers were social studies and 
secondary ed students who were 
actually in their student-teaching 
semester.”
Thurlkill said that the pertinent 
part of  the issue is the learning 
environment.
“The religious traditions that 
can be discussed on a college 
campus where academic 
freedom is first and foremost 
is one thing, but talking about 
religious traditions in a public 
school system where material 
is approved in a curriculum 
guide, which is set by the state, is 
another thing.”
TOP: Construction workers at the new residential halls BOTTOM: The entrance to the renovation currently happening at Lamar Hall.
         
PHOTOS BY IGNACIO MURILLO | The Daily Mississippian
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$5  
1111Jackson Ave W next to Malco Theatre
Mon- Thur 7:30-6 Fri  9:30-5 Sat  1-4 Sun7:30-8





Now Through May 14th
Textbooks
for your
get the most money 
for your texbooks
662-234-5993
 Red and BlueFor Everything
Tequila Shots - Jose Cuervo .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99
Bottled Beer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.50
Pitcher of Domestic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4.99
10 oz . Flavored Margarita  .  .  .  .  .$1.99
P itcher - Cinco de Mayo  
Margarita  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10.99
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta!
1908 West Jackson Ave. • Oxford, MS 
662.236.3855
Must be 21 with a valid I.D. to order drinks • Please drink responsibly
As one of  the most medically 
underserved states in the coun-
try, Mississippi has 8.3 doctors 
per 10,000 residents, compared 
to the national average of  12.8 
physicians per 10,000 residents. 
It must add 1,330 primary care 
physicians to its health care sys-
tem to meet the national average 
of  doctor count per capita. 
House Public Health Chair 
Sam C. Mims V recently au-
thored House Bill 317, which will 
create a program to retain more 
primary care physicians in Mis-
sissippi. The bill will allow rural 
Mississippians to have more local, 
primary care physicians, so they 
will not have to travel to larger 
cities for medical needs. Mims 
worked closely with Mississippi 
physicians and Dr. Luke Lamp-
ton, chairman of  the Mississippi 
State Board of  Health, on the 
legislation. 
Last Tuesday, Phil Bryant 
signed House Bill 317 into law. 
The new law seeks to establish the 
Office of  Mississippi Physician 
Workforce within the University 
of  Mississippi Medical Center 
(UMMC) for the purpose of  in-
creasing the family pediatrician 
workforce within Mississippi.
According to studies conduct-
ed by UMMC, 50 percent of  its 
graduates who leave Mississippi 
for residency never return to the 
state to practice; however, 75 to 
80 percent of  those who stay at 
UMMC for their residency go on 
to practice in Mississippi. Mims 
stated that the new legislature will 
create more residency programs 
in rural Mississippi. 
The state financial support will 
be used to fund hospitals that will 
host the new family medicine res-
idency programs in Mississippi. 
The bill says there will be 42 state 
financial rewards to 43 new pri-
mary residence programs. 
Mims believe that the new leg-
islation will not only make physi-
cians more accessible, it will bring 
“dozens of  jobs and millions in 
revenue” to the rural areas. Gov. 
Bryant echoes Mims’ enthusiasm 
on the House Bill 317. 
“I signed legislation that fur-
thers my health care initiatives,” 
Gov. Bryant says, “In my inau-
gural address, I explained the 
need for Mississippi to add 1,000 
physicians to its workforce by the 
year 2025. Expanding our state’s 
medical residency programs will 
directly increase the number of  
physicians who remain in Mis-
sissippi to practice. We know 
that new doctors generate about 
$2 million in economic impact 
in their communities, and more 
doctors means better health care 
for our citizens.” 
The new Office of  Physician 
Workforce will be established at 
UMMC. It should be in opera-
tion within 2013 or 2014 at the 
latest. The office’s purposes will 
be overseeing the physician work-
force development in the state 
and administrating state financial 
support to the hospitals hosting 
the residency training programs. 
“Our state continues to trail the 
rest of  the nation in the numbers 
of  physicians per capita,” said 
Dr. LouAnn Woodward, associ-
ate vice chancellor for Health Af-
fairs and vice dean of  the School 
of  Medicine. “At UMMC we are 
working hard to produce more 
highly trained physicians for Mis-
sissippi, and this office will be an 
asset in helping us to better un-
derstand our physician workforce 
needs and ultimately to get doc-
tors where they are most needed 
in our state.” 
Nicholas Boullard, sophomore 
pre-med student, plans on prac-
ticing primary health care within 
Mississippi. He is a recipient of  
the Mississippi Rural Physicians 
Scholarship (MRPS), which is 
a program created in 2007 that 
helps aspiring college students 
practice medicine within their 
local towns in Mississippi. It was 
created to address the challenge 
of  Mississippi’s health care crisis. 
Boullard feels that Mississippi is 
in a need of  local physicians. 
“I think more residence prac-
tice in Mississippi is necessary 
because there are certain coun-
ties in this state that have no 
health professionals at all,” Boul-
lard said. “In fact, some parents 
have to drive their kids nearly two 
hours just to get medicine for flu 
or a cold.” 
Mims said the new health care 
law could add to the well-being 
of  Mississippi; not only will rural 
citizens have access to local doc-
tors, the doctors can bring rev-
enue to their towns. 
“This is an important step in 
improving Mississippi’s health,” 
Mims said. “And bottom line, it is 
truly a win-win.”
BY CALLIE DANIELS 
cadanie2@olemiss.edu
More physicians needed in the state of Mississippi
Junior finance major Trey Muncy visits the health center on campus. Mississippi lags behind other states in doctors per residents.
AUSTIN MCAFEE | The Daily Mississippian





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
Landon Boyte
The defense is open to the public.
“Agentivity, Structural 
Priming and Conformity 
Pressure: How Does 
Syntactic Framing Affect 
Language Production and 
Casual Attributions?”







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
Kaylen Addison
The defense is open to the public.
“Making the Case for 
Same-Sex Marriage: Using 
the Battle for Interracial 
Marriage as a Guide”







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
Shantala Weiss
The defense is open to the public.
Correlating Taxation and 
Income Inequality: An 
Interregional Study







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
Taylor Ivy
The defense is open to the public.
“Uneven-ing”







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
Filley Howe
The defense is open to the public.
Diurnal Time- Activity 
Budgets of Schoolmaster 
Snapper (Lutjanus Apodus) in 
South Water Caye Marine 
Reserve (Belize)




For tickets and show info  
visit www.thelyricoxford.com. 
Lyric box office open  
Wed - Sat and days of show 12-5.
Fr i . ,  May 4 @ 8:00p.m.
E0T0 
w/Kraddy
with a 3.12 earned run average 
in 75.0 innings to go along with a 
league-leading 97 strikeouts.
Last season, the Rebels’ only win 
against the Tigers came against 
Gausman. Ole Miss scored six 
runs against him in just 2.1 in-
nings, but Bianco knows what the 
talented righty is capable of.
“He’s a tremendous talent,” 
Bianco said. “He’s one of  those 
great SEC Friday-night guys. He’s 
got a tremendous fastball with re-
ally good stuff. He’s got a great 
breaking ball, and he’s a guy that 
had a great year last year that re-
ally primed him for this year.” 
Sophomore right-hander Mike 
Mayers will get the nod on Satur-
day for Ole Miss. Mayers is 4-2 
with a 3.69 earned run average 
in 63.1 innings this season. His 
counterpart will be sophomore 
right-hander Ryan Eades, who is 
5-2 with a 3.29 earned run aver-
age in 65.2 innings pitched. 
LSU’s Sunday starter will be 
freshman right-hander Aaron 
Nola, who is also 5-2 with a 3.90 
earned run average in 55.1 in-
nings pitched. Just like the past 
couple of  weeks, the Ole Miss 
starter for Sunday has yet to be 
announced.
Tonight’s contest will begin at 
6:30 p.m., with Saturday’s start 
time scheduled for 2 p.m. on 
SportSouth and Sunday’s series 
finale set to begin at 1:30 p.m.
Newalu day-to-day 
Senior shortstop Blake Newalu 
is day to day, according to Bianco, 
with shin splints. 
Huber filling different 
role
Junior right-hander Brett Hu-
ber pitched last Sunday against 
Mississippi State for the first time 
since the Georgia Series. 
Huber was out for a while with 
a tender elbow, and during that 
time, senior right-hander R.J. 
Hively moved to the back end 
of  the Ole Miss bullpen. With 
Hively’s success in recent weeks, 
Huber said he (Huber) prob-
ably won’t be the one closing out 
games. 
“I’m pretty sure R.J. is going to 
be the closer from now on,” Hu-
ber said. 
“I’m sure that if  he goes a few 
innings, it will be me. We’ve al-
ready had that discussion, so I’m 
OK with that. If  I have to go out 
in the sixth or seventh inning or 
if  I have to go out there in a tie 
game or whatever it is, I just want 
to win and get as far as we can 
this year.”
BASEBALL, 
continued from page 12
Another challenge is the mar-
keting rivalry with Mississippi 
State’s “This is our State” cam-
paign, but Bjork has a plan to deal 
with that.
“I think our message has to be 
‘We are The University of  Mis-
sissippi,’” Bjork said. “We’re the 
flagship university of  the state. 
The university has a role in this 
state in a large way. Our spirit in 
athletics is Ole Miss. That’s our 
brand. So we’ve got to build that 
confidence in our brand. And we 
know that takes winning. Win-
ning cures most everything, if  not 
everything.
“We’ve got to be who we are 
and promote the fact that we’re a 
great institution that loves athlet-
ics. Our job is to capture the hearts 
and minds of  our fans through a 
lot of  interaction and help them 
be confident in the process.”
Bjork believes Ole Miss has a 
bright future, and in the next five 
to 10 years, he sees a lot of  change 
in the athletic department.
“Where I see us is competing for 
and winning championships,” he 
said. “I’m going to be consistent 
with that theme. I see us growing 
our budget hopefully each and 
every year because that’s some-
thing that’s going to be required 
as we move forward.
“I see our fans becoming en-
gaged every day in what we do. 
I see us packing our stadiums and 
really just building the confidence 
in what is Ole Miss all about. It’s 
about excellence.”
GRAPHIC BY WILL STROUTH | The Daily Mississippian
PHILLIP WALLER | The Daily Mississippian
Athletics Director Ross Bjork interacts with student at the ASB Town Hall.
BJORK, 
continued from page 1
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To the students, administration, 
and the Associated Student Bod
y, 
On the night of April 4, a very u
nfortunate event occurred at the
 Roundtable bar 
on the square, for which I am de
eply sorry. I was on the square w
ith a group of my 
friends. While we were at the R
oundtable, several members of t
he Associated Student 
Body were present. Among the 
group of the people at the bar pr
esent was the student 
body president, Kimbrely Dand
ridge. I have been told that whil
e at the bar, I made 
several racial slurs relating to K
imbrely Dandridge, in regards to
 being the first female 
African American Student Body
 President. I called her names th
at are completely 
unacceptable. 
The comments that were made t
o Kimbrely were completely un
provoked. I don’t 
know what came over me that n
ight. However, I would like to e
xplain that whatever I 
did or said was due to my consu
mption of alcohol. In addition, I
 was totally unaware 
of my actions that night. 
Since the incident, Kimbrely an
d I have started a friendship. I h
ave enjoyed getting 
to know her over these last coup
le of weeks. Her family has also
 reached out to me 
and forgiven me. I sincerely apo
logize for the incidents on April
 4. I apologize to the 
students who were present that n
ight, and I sincerely apologize to
 Kimbrely. 
I wanted to let the students of O
le Miss know about my experien
ce and encourage 
other students, to make sure tha
t we are living the Ole Miss Cre
ed. The Ole Miss 
Creed states, “I believe in respe
ct for the dignity of each person
” The one common 
denominator that unites us all is
 that we are all members of the O
le Miss family. No 
matter our background, our gend
er, our race, our course of study,
 or our personal 
beliefs; we need to value the div
ersity of our student body and w
ork together to make 




ApArtment 1 BR between University 
& Town. $525/month. Available June. 
No pets. Call after 6PM. (662)234-1669 
Homes for sale
nice house close to cAmpus 
3BR, 2BA. $115,000. 236 Salem Rd. in 
University Heights Subdivision. See list-
ing 23893677 on www.forsalebyowner.
com (662)801-9688 
Condo for sale
close to cAmpus. Two bed, one 
bath, furnished. ìWeekend readyî, 
or, begin work/ classes immediately. 
Plentiful parking, Close to law school, 
coliseum. Cedar Ridge Condominiums. 
$83,000. (601)940-9765 
For rent or sAle 3 B/FB condo 




Climate and non-climate units 5x5 to 
10x20 closest to campus 662-513-0199 
www.myoxfordstorage.com
newly renovAted! for single stu-
dent. 1 bedroom 1 bath with study. 2950 
S. Lamar. on O. U. T bus route $430 
month (662)934-2728or(662)832-0117 
oAk grove ApArtments 2bdr 
QUIET COMPLEX. Fully applianced. 
Incld full sized w/ d, gas grills, fireplace 
(wood incld), (CABLE & HS internet 
incld). Pets welcome. 662-236-4749 
www.oakgroveoxfordms.com 
lArge 2 bedroom/2. 5 bath town-
house with W/D included. No pets. Year 
lease. Quiet. $500 security deposit. Call 
(662)234-0000 
rentAl centrAl Available soon: 
studio, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 BR apts and houses 
near campus/square; reasonable pric-
es; hundreds to choose from
www.oxfordmsapartments.com 662-
595-4165 
oxFord4rent.com 1, 2, 3, 4 BR 
units “Great Locations” Call Summit 
Management, LLC (662)513-9990 
(662)513-9990 
subleAse at University Trails May 
11-July 31st. May is rent-free. 509 for 
June and July. 1-bd out of 2-bd apt. 
(662)397-4438 
1 br/bA sublet At connection 
Available May 13-July 30. Fully fur-
nished, very close to campus, pool, 
fitness center, tanning. $829/ month 
(301)602-8126 
nice 1 bedroom apt. The Connec-
tion. for rent June/ July. May month free 
if needed. Willing to negotiate June/ 
July (501)580-4445 
House for rent
3bedrooms 1/2 oFF 
1st month!
3B Willow Oaks $1050/ mo incl wtr/ 
gbg, Shiloh $950/ mo 3B/2ba Fences, 
Pet Friendly, Well Maintained, New 
paint/ trim/ carpet 6628160252
tAylor meAdows 2 Bed/2 Bath 
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor 




All appliances, 2-car-garage. Covered 
porch/ patio, Walk-in-closets, Fireplace 
$1,5000/ month (662)801-1223
shiloh houses For rent - 
2BR/2BA $800 or 3BR/2BA $950. PET 
FRIENDLY and GOING QUICKLY. 
601.573.1172 or 662.871.3354 
2 bedroom w/ 2 bAth NEW CON-
STRUCTION. CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 
CALL 662-816-2700 
AvAilAble June 1st: 3BDR split-
level home. 3BDR and 1.5 BA upstairs, 
with deck off kitchen. 2 rooms and full 
bath downstairs. (662)234-6736 
2bd/2bA on university Ave Call 
for an appointment 662-832-4589 
2br/2bA new construction 
homes Available for rent starting Sum-
mer and Fall 2012: Includes stainless 
steel appliances, ceramic tile floors, 
large walk-in closets, front porch with 
swing and private patio. Limited avail-
ability. Call (662)832-2428 or (662)236-
7736 
1bd/bA houses AvAilAble In-
cludes all appliances, security system, 
daily garbage pick up, lawn mainte-
nance, water, sewer, cable and internet. 
Approx 2 miles from campus Call 662-
236-7736 or 662-832-2428. 
neAr cAmpus & kroger 3BR/2B 
$1,000/ month New Home (662)236-
3614 
room for rent
room For rent Roommate needed 
in a 2bed/ 2bth condo. 1.5miles from 
campus near bus lines. Call for details 
(662)801-5823 or (662)238-2824 
summer 1 bdr subleAse 1522 
Market District off South 16th
$333/ m Available all Summer
Call if interested (662)645-7333 
summer subleAse 1br/1ba at 
The Connection. Available now-July 
31. $400/ mo. (all inclusive & fully fur-
nished). Call/ text (601)347-1223 
room For rent Summer 2012 pe-
riod. Close to square and campus. 
Clean, fully-furnished. 2BD/2BTH $439/
Month (404)886-4084 
Condo for rent
townhouse For rent: Luxury 
2BDR/2BA townhouse on Anderson 
Rd./ Ashlawn. All appliances, walk-in 
closets, fenced patio, fireplace, energy 
efficiency. $800/ mo. (662)832-4625. 
oxFord squAre townhomes 
now leasing for summer/ fall. 2BR/1.5BA 
like new condo with all appliances, W/ 
D, swimming pool. Walking distance to 
campus and new law school. $400 per 
bed space including water, sewer. 662-
816-3955 
3b/3b condominium in quiet cul-de-
sac off of College Hill/ Old Sardis Road. 
Unit #15 Davis Springs, 15 PR 1106. 
Private wooded townhome, large wood 
deck, near campus, University Golf 
Course, and Pat Lamar Park. 1100/ mo. 
with security deposit. No lawn mainte-
nance needed. Grad students or ma-
ture couple preferred. Serious inquires 
only. Call 662.234.4319. 
rentAl centrAl: Available soon: 
3BD/3BA townhouses in Saddle Creek. 
Appliances furnished, tile/hardwood 
floors, reasonable rates. 
www.oxfordmsapartments.com
662-595-4195 
blocks From squAre 2 BDR 1.5 
Bath Condo. Quiet! 220 Elm. Must be 
21! $925 662-832-0117 
condo For rent 2 Bedroom, 21/2 
bath, complelely furnished, Autumn 
Ridge, (662)841-0197 
2 bedroom 1 Bath for quiet student/ 
professional, just off coliseum drive 
bypass, $630/ mo (cable and water in-
cluded) (662)816-6219 
nice 2br/2bA condo Close to cam-
pus. Quiet area. Available June 1st. 
662-401-7812; 662-871-9800; 662-
844-6383 
3br / 3bA condo @ high pointe, 
Gated Community & POOL. Available 
Immediately. Contact 662-801-6692 
rentAls Condos for rent, 3bd, 4bd. 
Good Locations. Charlotte at Premier 
Properties of Oxford. (662)801-5421 
2 bdr 2.5 bAth condo Nice Condo 
for Rent. 2 BDR 2.5 Bath. Pool. Lease 
starts in Aug. Call Michael @ (662)820-
8800 
3brm/3bAth condo-wAlk to 
campus, immaculate shows as new; 1yr 
lease $1,100. (662)332-6660 
A summer plAce Spend the sum-
mer in a round house among the trees. 
Available immediately. $550. (662)234-
0550 
AvAilAble Aug. 1st 2br/1bA Fur-
nished, washer/ dryer included. Close 
to campus, secluded and quiet. Perfect 
for professionals, grad/ law students. 
$600/ month includes cable and water. 
Call (662)234-0467 
Weekend rental
oxFord weekends Short-term rent-
als including event weekends. Gradua-
tion still available. (662)801-6692 
misCellaneous
pregnAncy test center Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasound... 
Facts, Options and Support... No Insur-




iphone 4 & lAptop 
repAir
FREE Diagnosis!! PC & Mac--Same 
Day Virus Removal--All Work Guar-
anteed--Oxford’s #1 Computer Shop - 
662-236-5670 - 1501 W Jackson Ave
part-time
student delivery person 
needed The Daily Mississippian has 
an opening for a student to deliver the 
paper during the Summer months, as 
well as Fall 2012. EARLY MORNING 
HOURS. Good pay. MUST be reliable, 
have own transportation, and no 8 AM 
classes. If interested, apply in person at 
201 Bishop Hall. 
bArtending $250/ Day Potential
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155
  
studentpAyouts.com Paid Sur-
vey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys. 
students- eArn extrA cAsh Ca-
tering Help for Ole Miss Rebels Athletic 
Events. Now hiring for 2012 Football 
Season. Bonus Paid for working all 
games. Email april.adams@center-
plate.com for more information. 
the university oF Mississippi’s 
Student Media Center seeks a part-
time Production Manager-DM to coordi-
nate delivery of the campus newspaper. 
Early morning hours required. For more 
information and to apply, visit the Uni-
versity of Mississippi’s online job site: 
https:// jobs.olemiss.edu. Only appli-
cants who apply online will be consid-
ered. The University of Missisippi is an 
EEO/ AA/ ADA/ ADEA/ Titles VI and IX/ 
Section 504 employer. 
pArt-time shipping clerk Good 
customer service and computer skills 
and must be able to lift heavy pack-
ages. Apply at The UPS Store, 1739 
University Ave. 
roommate
quiet studious FemAle seek-
ing like minded roommates to share 3 
BR/ BA. $300/ mo plus gas/ electric. 
jnbain@olemiss.edu 
yard sales
neighborhood yArd sAle South 
Oaks Subdivision (off South Lamar). 
Lots of great stuff! Saturday, May 5th, 
7:00 am to 11:00 am 
yArd sAle Saturday, May 5
103 Eagle Pointe Loop






signment’s Ladies, 2012 Spring & 
Summer CLOTHING Sale, SHOES, 
HANDBAGS & MORE! Saturday, May 
5th, 8am-5pm, *Sunday, May 6th, 1pm-
4pm, *Selected Items Ω off on Sunday, 
Oxford Conference Center, 102 Ed 
Perry Boulevard, Oxford, MS 38655 
(662)816-4387
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CLASSIFIEDS 
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily  
Mississippian is published  
Monday through Friday year 
round, when school is in session. 
Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards  
accepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word
To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to  
offer unrealistic or  





On DM newsstands everywhere Monday, May 7th
Pick up your 
FREE copy of...
Everything you need to 
make your study breaks fun 
while studying for finals!
Puzzles and Brain Teasers of all kinds, 








Garfield           By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers          By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur                                       By Wiley
dilBerT                                By scoTT adams















































Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 










































































GARFIELD           BY JIM DAVIS
THE FUSCO BROTHERS          BY J.C. DUFFY
NON SEQUITUR                                       BY WILEY
DILBERT                                BY SCOTT ADAMS
DOONESBURY                               BY GARRY TRUDEAU
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 





















































































Y L R Y E T H E C I R C L E M E L M
T N P I N M U L A O R E H N L E E E
I S S I L V E R P O N D W S I S G N
L N U S I N E T N G R O V E L O O P
I N C N P O H S L E B E R I T C L U
C C O L I S E U M D R I V E Y C A M
A I N G L V O T T R M C C P Y E F M
F C F P D A E F A R U U E T R R R N
S S E I L A H R T U I P E N M F A Z
I A D L I L R P S B D P E C T I T H
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Control what you can control. 
That’s the number-one thing I 
have learned and will take away 
from this past year as sports editor. 
And suffice it to say, there were a 
lot of  things, both on the field and 
in the newsroom, that were be-
yond my control this past year. I 
learned more about life this past 
year than in all 16 years of  school 
combined. Student journalism is 
an experience in duality. You bear 
the same responsibilities and are 
held to the same standards — 
or I at least hold myself  and my 
staff  to the same standards — as 
professionals, while also balanc-
ing the academic, fraternity and 
social life of  most other college 
students. There have been a lot 
of  stress-filled days and sleepless 
nights, but I am better journalist 
and person now than I was at this 
time last year.
Any given day, when you pick 
up the paper, look at the @
dm_sports timeline or listen to 
my weekly radio show, “Daytime 
Fireworks,” on Rebel Sports Ra-
dio, you could say I hate Ole Miss 
or I love Ole Miss, but that’s the 
point. As a journalist, even a stu-
dent journalist, you are charged 
with providing information and 
objectivity and letting the reader 
form his or her own conclusions, 
or that’s at least what I have 
strived to do for the past year and 
will strive to do for the rest of  my 
college and, hopefully, profes-
sional career as a journalist. I give 
credit where credit is due, but at 
the same time, I hold adminis-
trators, coaches, players and fans 
accountable for their actions. For 
every “Embarrassed” headline on 
the front page of  the paper, there 
was “Top-ranked Gators hit the 
Wahl,” and for every “Nutt: The 
bottom line is you have to win,” 
there was “Freeze’s first step for-
ward.” The latter comparison, in 
my opinion, defined this past year 
in Ole Miss sports.
From back-to-back nine-win 
seasons and back-to-back Cotton 
Bowl appearances, the latter of  
which I experienced as a fresh-
man working in Ole Miss Athlet-
ics Media Relations, which led to 
sports journalism and The Daily 
Mississippian in the first place, to 
back-to-back winless seasons in 
SEC play and arguably the worst 
football season in school history, 
I was in the center of  it. Instead 
of  running from the challenge, 
I embraced the opportunity. I 
was in Nashville for the Vander-
bilt loss, after which former head 
coach Houston Nutt and former 
athletics director Pete Boone held 
a joint press conference. I was in 
Lexington for the Kentucky loss, 
after which I ominously penned 
the headline “Rebels collapse; 
Nutt’s seat reaches boiling point,” 
and later that day, Ole Miss pulled 
the plug on Nutt and Boone.
What followed was a whirl-
wind month, filled with rumor 
and speculation, refreshing Twit-
ter, chasing down and following 
up on leads from “sources” and 
even interviewing a prospective 
head-coaching candidate in Mike 
Leach. The head-coach search 
reached its conclusion during fi-
nals week. Yes, finals week. I even 
had a final immediately before 
Hugh Freeze’s introduction as 
head coach. There was no print 
version, but with the help of  a 
staff  led by football beat writers 
Bennett Hipp and David Collier, 
photography editor Petre Thom-
as and my editor Cain Madden, 
among others, we put together an 
online-only coaching guide in one 
day’s time that has received more 
than 14,000 views, thanks to word 
of  mouth and social media.
With all that said, I have en-
joyed my time as sports editor, 
some days obviously more than 
others. I have met a lot of  people 
and built and maintained respect-
ful relationships with the adminis-
trators, coaches and players I have 
covered. And I would also like to 
give special thanks to Assistant 
Athletics Director for Media and 
Public Relations Kyle Campbell 
and his staff  for their availability 
and accessibility this past year.
I’m soon off  to ESPN in Bris-
tol, Conn., for a summer intern-
ship and will be back in the fall as 
managing editor, both opportuni-
ties which would not have been 
possible without my experiences 
as sports editor. 
But for now, you can find me 
the next two weekends in the 
right-field student section against 
LSU and Tennessee as Mike Bi-
anco looks to get to Omaha for 
the first time in his tenure. If  I 
have learned anything, expect 
the unexpected because there is 
never a dull moment in Ole Miss 
sports.
Austin Miller is a junior journalism 
major from Grayson, Ga. Follow him on 
Twitter @austinkmiller.
As I near the end of  my time 
here at Ole Miss, I cannot help 
but be excited about the future 
for Ole Miss athletics. In my time 
on campus, I have seen some of  
the greatest moments in Ole Miss 
athletics history and some of  the 
worst.
When I arrived in Oxford, Ed 
Orgeron and his “Wild Boys” 
were still piling up “moral” victo-
ries week after week. After a win-
less SEC season, he was let go, 
and Houston Nutt was brought 
in to revive the Ole Miss football 
program. I don’t think people re-
alized the talent he was stepping 
into as Ole Miss saw immediate 
results with back-to-back nine-
win seasons and back-to-back 
Cotton Bowl victories. After 
those first two seasons however, 
the magic was gone, and so was 
Nutt two years later.
The basketball team has been 
competitive year in and year out 
since I arrived on campus, com-
ing up just a game or two short 
every year from making the 
NCAA tournament. Two NIT Fi-
nal Fours, two home wins against 
Kentucky including a buzzer-
beater from Chris Warren and a 
victory over Mississippi State in 
Oxford this season will highlight 
my memories of  the basketball 
program.
I was in attendance for both 
Cotton Bowl wins, a Valentine’s 
Day buzzer-beater against LSU, 
two victories over Kentucky in 
basketball, Dexter McCluster 
running all over Tennessee, Jor-
dan Jefferson spiking the ball 
with no time remaining, giving 
Ole Miss a victory and the foot-
ball victory in the Swamp, which 
nobody saw coming. 
On the flip side, I have seen 
Ole Miss lose to Jacksonville State 
and Louisiana Tech in football. I 
have seen two winless conference 
seasons, and I have seen our base-
ball team have a 1-0 series lead at 
home in a Super Regional only to 
lose game two in a heartbreaker 
and fall again in game three. 
As you can tell, I have seen Ole 
Miss in some high points and low 
points. There is nothing like be-
ing an Ole Miss fan. And now 
is an exciting time to be an Ole 
Miss fan.
Ole Miss has a new leader in 
charge of  athletics in Ross Bjork, 
and let me tell you, he gets it. 
From his interviews on the radio 
to talking to the crowd on stage 
at Double Decker to interacting 
with fans on Twitter, Bjork is a 
great fit for Ole Miss and is just 
what the program needed. Ole 
Miss is headed in the right direc-
tion under Bjork; he will not ac-
cept losing and is going to do ev-
erything he can do to make sure 
championships come to Oxford.
Bjork also seems to have a 
great relationship with new foot-
ball head coach Hugh Freeze, 
something the previous football 
staff  and athletic director report-
edly did not have. Coach Freeze 
is getting the type of  high school 
talent interested in Ole Miss that 
I have not seen in my time here. 
Coach Freeze has been success-
ful everywhere he has ever been, 
and there is no reason to believe 
he can’t be here.
With a new athletic director 
and a new football coach, along 
with a new basketball arena and 
the bowling-in of  the football sta-
dium in the near future, exciting 
times are certainly ahead for Ole 
Miss fans. My only wish is that I 
could remain a student and see 
the building up on a day-to-day 
basis. 
My request for those of  you 
who will return to Oxford in the 
fall is quite simple:  Get to the 
game early, pack the stadium and 
be loud to make Oxford a place 
to which opponents dread com-
ing.
Hotty Toddy!
David Henson is a senior journalism 
major from Chattanooga, Tenn. Follow 
him on Twitter @dahenson.
A year in the life of a sports editor
BY AUSTIN MILLER
akmiller@olemiss.edu
Exciting times ahead for Ole Miss athletics
BY DAVID HENSON
dahenson@olemiss.edu
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No. 24 Ole Miss has dropped 
three of  its last four Southeastern 
Conference series, all on the road, 
but that lone series win came at 
home where the Rebels are 21-6 
this season. This weekend, Ole 
Miss (30-16, 10-11 SEC) will host 
No. 4 LSU (36-10, 14-7 SEC) 
from Oxford-University Field/
Swayze Field to try improve its 
NCAA Regional hosting resume.
“Certainly, it’s great to be at 
home,” head coach Mike Bianco 
said. “When you’ve got LSU, a 
team that’s leading the West and 
leading the (SEC) overall, it’s a 
huge opportunity for us to get 
back into it if  we can play well. 
We need three great crowds. 
We’re going to get great weather. 
“This is your chance. You’ve 
got nine games left in conference 
play and one non-conference 
game. So, 10 games left, and 
we’ve got a great opportunity on 
Friday night to get it started.” 
This weekend will match two 
good pitching staffs and offenses 
going toe to toe. The Tigers are 
hitting .301 as a team and score 
an average of  6.7 runs per game. 
Ole Miss has a .307 team batting 
average and is averaging just over 
six runs per game. On the mound, 
LSU has a slight advantage with 
a 3.20 team earned run average 
compared to a 3.32 earned aver-
age for the Rebels. 
The team matchups are good, 
but no matchup will be greater 
than LSU’s senior left fielder 
Raph Rhymes versus Ole Miss’ 
junior second baseman Alex Yar-
brough.
They are the top two hitters in 
the conference, and Rhymes leads 
the nation with a .503 batting av-
erage, along with three home runs 
and 46 RBI. Yarbrough, on the 
other hand, is hitting .417 with 
three home runs and 39 RBI. 
“That’s unbelievable,” Bianco 
said of  Rhymes’ average. “We’ve 
all watched Yarbs, and he’s hit-
ting like 100 points higher. I can’t 
even fathom.”
In tonight’s series opener, Ole 
Miss will send sophomore right-
hander Bobby Wahl to the hill 
to face sophomore right-hander 
Kevin Gausman of  LSU. Wahl is 
5-1 on the year with a 2.09 earned 
run average in 60.1 innings this 
season, while Gausman is 7-1 
No. 24 Diamond Rebs look to make most of opportunity against No. 4 LSU
BY DAVID COLLIER 
dlcollie@olemiss.edu
Sophomore right-hander Bobby Wahl will start for the Rebels tonight opposite LSU sophomore right-hander Kevin Gausman.
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